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Netanyahu aims to keep state of emergency till March 2021; AG objects 


Jonathan Lis 


The government is seek- 
ing to extend the country’s 
state of emergency due to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
for another 10 months, 
which would enable it to ex- 
tend movement restrictions 
during that additional time. 

A quasi-constitutional Ba- 
sic Law on Government al- 
lows emergency regulations 


to be imposed for a period 
of only three months, with 
special legislation required 
to extend them. 

But Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu is 
seeking to avoid turning 
the regulations into law, 
and has decided instead 
to seek a way to approve 
new regulations or extend 
the previous rules through 
March 2021, without a need 


for new legislation. 

Under the process Ne- 
tanyahu seeks to adopt, the 
government could impose a 
closure or curfew on entire 
neighborhoods and halt pub- 
lic transportation, restrict 
the number of employees 
permitted on the premises 
of their workplaces and 
levy fines on anyone who 
violates these orders. 

The bill would not permit 


emergency rules to be en- 
forced against the courts, 
the Knesset or the state 
president, and would allow 
the Knesset to cancel the 
state of emergency. The gov- 
ernment plans to approve 
the measure against the rec- 
ommendations of Attorney 
General Avichai Mendel- 
blit, who has criticized this 
plan. Mendelblit has called 
on the government to shore 


up some of the regulations 
via Knesset legislation that 
would put these rules under 
parliamentary purview and 
make them subject to being 
monitored by Knesset com- 
mittees. 

In a memorandum about 
the bill, the Prime Minister’s 
Office says that in light of 
the imminent expiration of 
emergency regulations, “the 
need has arisen to establish a 
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legal alternative for critical 
emergency arrangements to 
allow the battle against the 
virus to last beyond a three 
month period.” 


The memorandum, 
which was circulated at the 
weekend to cabinet min- 
istries ahead of plans to 
submit the legislation to a 
Knesset vote in the coming 
weeks, says the measure 
being sought is essential, 
since the emergency mea- 
sures “are about delegating 
authorities which as stated 
could lead to serious viola- 
tions of basic rights.” 


The measure sets the 
deadline for the coming 
year: A state of emergency 
takes effect only after being 
published in the government 
gazette; it can be valid for 
no longer than 45 days. But 
the government may extend 
it multiple times for up to 30 
days each time. The mea- 
sure would be valid through 
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Cops kill disabled 
Palestinian in 
East Jerusalem 


Eyad Hallaq, 32, attended and worked at a 
special needs school near site of shooting 


Nir Hasson, Jack Khoury 
and Josh Breiner 


Israeli police officers shot 
to death a disabled, unarmed 
Palestinian man in Jerusa- 
lem’s Old City on Saturday. 

Eyad Hallaq, 32, resided 
in the East Jerusalem neigh- 
borhood of Wadi Joz. He 
attended and worked in a 
school for the disabled in the 
Old City, just meters away 
from where he was shot. 

According to a statement 
by the Border Police, the of- 
ficers noticed the Palestin- 
ian carrying a suspicious ob- 
ject that they thought was a 
gun and ordered him to stop. 
After the man refused and 
started fleeing the scene, 
the officers started chasing 
him on foot and opened fire, 
ultimately killing him. Two 
Border Police officers sus- 
pected of killing Hallaq are 
currently being questioned 
under caution. 

Following the incident, 
the police closed off the Old 
City. The Police Internal 
Investigations Department 
will be in charge of investi- 
gating the incident, and are 
currently gathering secu- 
rity camera footage. 

According to the police 
investigation, one of the po- 
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licemen may have continued 
shooting Hallaq after he was 
told by his commander to 
stop. According to a source 
familiar with the investiga- 
tion, the officer continued 
shooting because he saw 
that Hallaq was still moving. 

Speaking with Haaretz, 
Hallaq family members said 
“he wasn’t capable of harm- 
ing anyone” and was autistic 
and disabled. 

They said that Hallaq’s 
body was transferred to the 
Institute of Forensic Medi- 


cine, adding that the authori- 
ties haven’t provided them 
further details. Hallaq’s 
family demanded that a Pal- 
estinian representative be 
present at the autopsy. The 
family later said that the 
Palestinian pathologist was 
prevented from entering. 

Hallaq’s father said that 
his son would go to the spe- 
cial needs school every day. 
“He never had problems 
with the police. In the morn- 
ing we received a call from 
the special needs facility, 
telling us our son had been 
killed.” 

Shortly thereafter, Hal- 
laq’s father said, police of- 
ficers and Shin Bet agents 
arrived at his home and 
started searching it without 
saying anything. He said 
that one of the police officer 
cursed one of his relatives. 

The lawyer representing 
the Hallaq’s family said that 
“we view this as murder, and 
are demanding that the po- 
lice officers be brought to 
justice. According to tes- 
timonies, some 10 bullets 
were fired directly at Hal- 
laq. We are certain that he 
didn’t pose any danger to the 
officers.” 
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Protesters demonstrating outside of a burning fast food restaurant early Friday in Minneapolis over the death of Geo: 
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rge Floyd in police custody. 
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Unrest flares in U.S. cities over police killing 


White police officer charged with third-degree murder for filmed choking of George Floyd 


Reuters 


MINNEAPOLIS — The full 
Minnesota National Guard 
was activated for the first 
time since World War Two 
after four nights of some- 
times violent protests that 
have spread to other U.S. 
cities following the killing 
of a black man by a white 


Minneapolis police officer 
who knelt on his neck. 

Minnesota Governor Tim 
Walz said the deployment 
was needed because out- 
siders were using the dem- 
onstrations over the death 
of George Floyd to spread 
chaos, and that he expected 
Saturday night’s protests to 
be the fiercest so far. 


From Minneapolis to New 
York City, Atlanta and Wash- 
ington, protesters clashed 
with police late on Friday in 
a rising tide of anger over 
the treatment of minorities 
by law enforcement. 

“We are under assault,” 
Walz told a briefing. “Order 
needs to be restored. ... We 
will use our full strength of 


goodness and righteousness 
to make sure this ends.” 

He said he believed a 
“tightly controlled” group of 
outside agitators, some white 
supremacist groups and 
drug cartels were to blame 
for some of the violence in 
Minneapolis, but he did not 
give specifics when asked by 
reporters. He said as many as 


80% of those arrested were 
from out-of-state. 


The demonstrations 
broke out for a fourth night 
despite prosecutors an- 


nouncing on Friday that the 
policeman filmed kneel- 
ing on Floyd’s neck, Derek 
Chauvin, had been arrested 
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New virus outbreak demands fast 
action, but not a return to lockdown 


A restaurant in the Jaffa Flea Market on Saturday. 


| Analysis Amos Harel | Amos Harel 


After the first round of 
the coronavirus was dealt 
with relatively successfully, 
Israel now seems to be fac- 
ing a renewed challenge. 
Celebrations over the end of 
the pandemic were prema- 
ture: Last week saw a rela- 
tively sharp rise in the num- 
ber of newly infected people, 
many of them youngsters 
who were asymptomatic. 

This change will require 
the Health Ministry to take 
the steps that were already 
needed some time ago: to 


quickly locate the sick and 
those who may have been 
infected by them. Down 
the line this may require a 
step back in the education 
system. But it is unreason- 
able for an increased rate 
of infection to bring about 
renewed closure. After the 
huge damage done by the 
previous closure, this would 
be a blow that the Israeli 
economy could not stand. 
It could even be met with 
widespread resistance by 
the public, a possibility the 
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government should take into 
consideration. 

The lifting of the closure 
began on April 19, after 
it seemed that the spread 
of the virus in Israel had 
been contained. Beginning 
May 10, preschools began 
to gradually open, at first 
by dividing the children 
into “capsules” of smaller 
groups. A week later, schools 
were opened, and the econ- 
omy also began operating 
again. Over the past few 
days, restaurants and even 
clubs began to open again 
under certain restrictions. 

Only a few bans remain 
(on spectators at sporting 


events, and live concerts). 
The reopening was ac- 
companied by a decline in 
people’s compliance with 
social distancing directives. 
Anyone leaving their house 
last week could notice that 
fewer people were wear- 
ing masks or keeping their 
distance from others. The 
police, in what seems like 
a policy order from above, 
have not been handing out 
fines for breaking the rules. 
And despite the widely pub- 
licized “purple badge” - in- 
dicating that a business was 
in compliance with the rules 
- there has been no real en- 
forcement of the hygiene 
and congregating rules. 

Even Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
astounded us with his proph- 
ecies of doom in the first 
months of the crisis, told 
citizens last week to “have 
fun.” The government was 
signaling to Israelis that 
the emergency was over; 
and they acted according- 
ly. The rise in infections, 
which seems to have been a 
direct result of the opening 
of schools and businesses, 
along with less attention to 
the rules, should come as no 
surprise. 

On the other hand, it’s 
best not to get into a panic. 
More than 70 percent of new 
infections identified last 
week came from one hotspot 
- the Gymnasia Rehavia 
High School in Jerusalem. 
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PM: Jordan Valley Palestinians 
won't get citizenship in annexation 


Noa Landau and Haaretz 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Thursday 
that Palestinians residing 
in the Jordan Valley would 
not be granted Israeli citi- 
zenship after the region is 
annexed by Israel, but will 
remain citizens of a future 
Palestinian entity. 

In an interview with the 
Israel Hayom daily, Ne- 
tanyahu said “They will 
remain as a Palestinian en- 
clave. There’s no need to an- 
nex Jericho. There are one 
or two clusters. You don’t 
need to impose sovereignty 
over them, they will remain 
Palestinian subjects if you 


want. But there will be se- 
curity control over this too.” 

Until now, Netanyahu 
had not provided details as 
to the fate of over 50,000 
Palestinians living in areas 
of the West Bank that will 
be annexed to Israel, and 
whether they will become 
Israeli nationals as part of 
the process. 

In addition, Netanyahu 
addressed criticism from 
the right wing, who argue 
that adopting the Trump ad- 
ministration’s Middle East 
plan will lead to the forma- 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

“All the plans offered to 
us in the past included re- 
nouncing parts of Israel, 


withdrawing to the 1967 bor- 
ders and dividing Jerusalem 
while allowing refugees to 
enter Israel. This plan offers 
the opposite. We are not the 
ones required to give up [ter- 
ritories], the Palestinians 
are,” Netanyahu told Israel 
Hayom. 

The Palestinians “have 
to recognize that we are the 
ones dictating security rules 
over the entire territory. If 
they agree to all of this, then 
they will have their own en- 
tity that President Trump 
defines as a state.” Netan- 
yahu added that an Ameri- 
can diplomat told him “‘it 
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Netanyahu: This is a ‘test period’; 
ministers vote not to close schools 


Noa Landau, Ido Efrati, 
Nir Hasson and Bar Peleg 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu called on Israe- 
lis Saturday night to become 
more disciplined about ob- 
serving social distancing 
and hygiene in the wake of 
a spike in coronavirus cases, 
while the cabinet voted not 
to shut down schools despite 
outbreaks at several educa- 
tional institutions. 

Instead, only schools that 
have COVID-19 infections, 
such as the Gymnasia in Je- 
rusalem’s Rehavia neighbor- 
hood, and a nearby elemen- 


tary school where siblings of 
the Gymnasia’s student body 
are enrolled, are being shut. 

Netanyahu called on 
businesses to adhere to vi- 
rus restrictions as well, and 
said he had called on his 
newly appointed public se- 
curity minister to increase 
enforcement of rules. The 
next several days will be 
considered a test period, 
after which the government 
will decide whether it needs 
to take new steps to control 
the spread of the virus, he 
said. If citizens don’t adhere 
to the regulations, “we’ll 
have no choice but to return 


to nationwide restrictions,” 
Netanyahu said. 

Schools fully reopened 
two weeks ago after a long 
lockdown to help halt the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

Health Ministry offi- 
cials had said Friday they 
were considering calling on 
middle and high schools to 
return to distance learning 
after a relatively large num- 
ber of pupils were diagnosed 
with the virus in the previ- 
ous two days. 

Professor Siegal Sadetzki, 
the head of public health, 
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